Santorini: a victim of its own faim and victim of earthquakes

Santorini: victima propriei faime si a cutremurelor

loana VOINEA
MSc Student, Master's program: Management of Tourism Space and Hospitality Services,
University of Bucharest, Faculty of Geography, Romania

Abstract:

The study presents the popular Greek island from a pragmatic perspective. Santorini,
considered the tourist jewel of the Aegean Sea, attracts millions of visitors annually, captivated
by its breathtaking landscapes and whitewashed houses with blue rooftops. However, beyond this
idyllic image, the island currently faces two major threats: overwhelming tourism, which is
eroding its authenticity, culture, and especially its environment, as well as a recent surge in
alarming seismic activity. The article discusses the island’s already limited resources, which are
being sacrificed to meet the overwhelming touristical demand, and how Santorini’s original
culture has been completely replaced by elements designed to attract tourists. Overcrowding puts
immense pressure on infrastructure, the natural surroundings, and the local population,
transforming Santorini from a paradise into a superficial destination. While authorities attempt
to find solutions to manage the massive influx of tourists, the looming threat of a significant
earthquake once again highlights the fragility of this famous island.
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Rezumat:

Studiul prezinta populara insula greceasca dintr-o perspectiva pragmatica. Santorini,
considerata bijuteria turistica a Marii Egee, atrage milioane de turisti anual, fascinati de
peisajele sale spectaculoase si casele albe cu acoperisuri albastre. Insd, dincolo de aceasti
imagine idilica, insula se confrunta in prezent cu doud mari amenintari: un turism sufocant, care
Ii afecteaza autenticitatea, cultura si mai ales mediul, dar si cu o recenta activitate seismica
alarmanta. Articolul vorbeste despre resursele insulei, oricum reduse, care sunt sacrificate
pentru satisfacerea cererii foarte mari si despre cum cultura insulei a fost complet inlocuita de
elementele care atrag turistii. Supraaglomerarea pune presiune pe infrastructurda, mediul
inconjurator si locuitorii insulei, transformand Santorini dintr-un paradis intr-o destinatie
superficiald. In timp ce autoritdtile incearcd sa gaseasca solutii pentru a gestiona fluxul urias de
turisti, amenintarea unui posibil mare cutremur readuce in discutie fragilitatea acestui loc
faimos.
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