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Abstract:

The concept of High Nature Value (HNV) countryside has emerged from the increasing
recognition that biodiversity conservation in Europe relies on the preservation of low-intensity
agricultural systems. The commune of Ticusu, including the villages of Ticusu Vechi and Cobor,
is part of the Hartibaciu Plateau, Natura 2000 Site. This region is characterized by a mosaic
landscape, featuring rolling hills covered with forests and meadows, interspersed with small
villages showcasing Saxon and Szekler architecture, alongside fortified churches. Natural
grasslands, characterized by rich biodiversity and traditional agricultural practices, play a
crucial role in nature conservation. The preservation of their high ecological value relies on
extensive grazing and traditional mowing methods. These landscapes must be supported both for
the conservation of natural diversity and for their economic productivity, which ensures the
livelihood of the local community. Simultaneously, the preservation of traditional agricultural
practices in this rural area provides various recreational opportunities aligned with sustainable
tourism, particularly ecotourism, thereby contributing to supplementary income for the local
community.

In this context, the study aimed to assess the extent to which the high natural value rural
landscape in Ticusu commune is utilized for ecotourism, considering the perspectives of both
locals and tourists. The research methodology involved the use of the survey method, using the
semi-structured interview guide as an instrument, applied to a sample of 50 residents from the
villages of Ticusu Vechi and Cobor and 100 respondents from among the tourists who visited the
biodiversity farm in the village of Cobor. The study results indicated that while locals recognize
the value of their rural landscape, they expressed dissatisfaction with local authorities for their
insufficient involvement in implementing infrastructure projects that could enhance the
development of ecotourism and agrotourism in the commune. They also noted that tourism
remains largely absent in the locality, except for the biodiversity farm in the village of Cobor.
Tourists who visited the biodiversity farm in Cobor expressed great appreciation for their
experience, particularly the nature-based recreational activities offered, such as cart rides
across pastures, bird and wildlife watching, visits to the beaver dam, botanical tours,
photography camps, and trips to the Carpathian shepherd kennel, the horse sanctuary, and the
steppe goat herd. Additionally, they enjoyed the festivals hosted at the site, such as Descents
among the Oaks, as well as cycling tours like the Carpathia Bike Tour. Tourists also noted that,



aside from the biodiversity farm, they did not identify any similar initiatives in the locality. They
highlighted the commune's underdeveloped transport infrastructure, as it still relies on unpaved
roads. In conclusion, Ticusu commune possesses a natural environment rich in biodiversity,
which should be further utilized and promoted for ecotourism by local public authorities.
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Rezumat:

Conceptul de peisaj rural cu valoare naturala ridicata (HNV) s-a dezvoltat dintr-o
recunoastere tot mai mare a faptului ca in Europa conservarea biodiversitatii depinde de
continuarea sistemelor agricole de intensitate scazuta. Comuna Ticusu, constituita din satele
Ticusu Vechi si Cobor, face parte din Situl Natura 2000 Podisul Hartibaciului. Reprezentativ
pentru aceasta zona este peisajul mozaicat, cu dealuri acoperite cu paduri si pajisti, cu sate mici,
cu arhitectura saseasca si secuiascd, alaturi de biserici fortificate. Pajistile de aici, cu o
biodiversitate variata si practicile agricole traditionale, reprezinta factori-cheie in conservarea
naturii, iar pasunatul extensiv si cositul traditional sunt esentiale pentru mentinerea valorii
naturale ridicate a acestora. Aceste peisaje trebuie sa fie sprijinite atdt pentru conservarea
diversitatii naturale, cdt si pentru productivitatea lor economica, ce asigura traiul comunitatii
locale. Totodata, practicile agricole traditionale mentinute in aceasta zona rurald ofera si o serie
de oportunitati de recreere specifice turismului durabil, cu accent pe ecoturism, contribuind
astfel la asigurarea unor venituri suplimentare membrilor comunitatii locale.

In acest context, scopul studiului a fost acela de a analiza gradul de valorificare
ecoturistica a peisajului rural cu valoare naturala ridicata din comuna Ticusu, atdt din
perspectiva localnicilor, cat si a turistilor. Metodologia de cercetare a presupus utilizarea
metodei anchetei, avand ca instrument ghidul de interviu semi-structurat, aplicat pe un esantion
de 50 de rezidenti din satele Ticusu Vechi si Cobor si 100 de respondenti din randul turistilor
care au vizitat ferma de biodiversitate din satul Cobor. Rezultatele studiului au relevat faptul ca
localnicii constientizeaza valoarea peisajului lor rural, insa si-au ardtat nemultumirea fata de
autoritatile locale, care nu se implica suficient in implementarea unor proiecte de infrastructura,
care sa sprijine mai mult dezvoltarea ecoturistica si agroturistica a comunei lor, mentiondand ca
turismul este aproape inexistent in localitate, cu exceptia fermei de biodiversitate din satul
Cobor. Turistii care au vizitat ferma de biodiversitate din Cobor s-au aratat incdntati de
experienta traita aici, respectiv de activitdtile de recreere desfasurate in natura (ex. plimbari cu
caruta pe pasune, observarea pasarilor si a faunei salbatice, vizitarea barajului castorilor, tururi
botanice, tabere de fotografie, vizite la canisa de ciobanesc carpatin, la sanctuarul de cai si la
cireada de sure de stepa crescute aici), de festivalurile organizate aici (Cobori intre stejari) sau
de tururile pe bicicleta (Carpathia Bike Tour). De asemenea, turistii au mentionat faptul ca in
afara fermei de biodiversitate nu au mai identificat si alte initiative de acest fel in localitate, iar
la capitolul infrastructurd de transport, comuna nu exceleazd, avind incd strdzi de pamdant. In
concluzie, comuna Ticusu beneficiaza de un cadru natural cu o biodiversitate ridicata, care ar
trebui valorificat si promovat mai mult din punct de vedere ecoturistic de catre autoritdtile
publice locale.
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