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Abstract:

The Romanian village has undergone a continuous process of demographic aging in the
post-communist period, a direct consequence of the earlier rural exodus, which led to a decline
in birth rates. In Transylvanian villages such as Cund, migration has further exacerbated this
trend, as both the Romanian and, more significantly, the German ethnic populations left for
Western countries after 1989. The village of Cund, historically reliant exclusively on agriculture,
primarily utilizing natural pastures to sustain the local community, has recently shifted its focus
toward sustainable rural tourism. This tourism activity is further supported by the valorization of
the built heritage, as the distinctive Saxon architecture has attracted investors in recent years,
eager to transform the traditional houses into guesthouses or repurpose them as private vacation
homes.

In this context, the purpose of the study was to asses to what extent tourism contributed to
the economic and social revitalization of the Cund locality. The research methodology involved
the analysis of statistical databases in order to determine the trend of demographic indicators,
and to determine the evolution of the degree of demographic aging. The survey method was also
used, through the semi-structured interview guide as an instrument, applied to a sample of 50
residents, the aim being to determine how tourism has produced changes in the evolution of the
locality. The results of the study revealed that, although the village experienced significant
demographic aging during the post-communist period, awareness of the value of the unspoiled
rural landscape and opportunities led to the return of some young people to their hometown, and
subsequently to the attraction of newcomers who wanted a house in the country for their own
family or aiming to establish a business. Thus, the results of the study show us that the
development of the locality started from the establishment of a matured cheese factory, the
promotion highlighted the potential of the village’s natural and their potential for tourism-based
utilization. Tourism is a continuously growing sector, particularly given the presence of a resort
in the locality that repurposes renovated Saxon houses as accommodation facilities. This has led
to an increasing manifestation of entrepreneurial initiatives, with many old houses being further
purchased and revalued for the purpose of being rented to tourists.
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Rezumat:

Satul romdnesc s-a confruntat, in perioada postcomunistd, cu un proces continuu de
imbatranire demografica, consecinta directa a exodului rural anterior, ce a condus la fenomenul
de scidere a natalititii. In satele transilvinene, cum este si Cund, migratia a agravat situatia,
dupa 1989 atat populatia de etnie romana, dar mai ales cea germand, plecand catre tarile
occidentale. Localitatea Cund, in trecut dezvoltata exclusiv din punct de vedere agricol,
valorificand pdsunile naturale in scopul asigurarii traiului comunitatii locale, prezinta astazi o
orientare catre turismul rural sustenabil. Activitatea turistica este sustinutda totodata si de
valorificarea potentialului antropic, arhitectura caselor sasesti atragand in ultimii ani investitori
dornici sa le transforme in pensiuni sau sa le valorifice in scop propriu ca si case de vacanta.

In acest context, scopul studiului a fost acela de a evalua in ce mdsurd turismul a
contribuit la revitalizarea economico-sociala a localitatii Cund. Metodologia de cercetare a
presupus analiza bazelor de date statistice cu scopul de a determina evolutia indicatorilor
demografici, si de a determina evolutia gradului de imbatranire demografica. De asemenea, S-a
utilizat metodei anchetei, avind ca instrument ghidul de interviu semi-structurat, aplicat pe un
esantion de 50 de rezidenti, scopul fiind acela de a determina cum turismul a produs schimbari
in evolutia localitatii. Rezultatele studiului au relevat faptul cd, desi satul manifesta in perioada
postcomunista 0 puternica imbatranire demograficd, constientizarea valorii peisajului rural
nealterat si oportunitatilor a condus la reintoarcerea unor tineri in localitatea de origine, §i
ulterior la atragerea alohtonilor care si-au dorit o casd la tara pentru propria familie sau chiar
deschiderea unei afaceri. Astfel, rezultatele studiului ne arata ca dezvoltarea localitatii a pornit
de la infiintarea unei fabrici de branzeturi maturate, promovarea acestei afaceri facand referire
la potentialul pajistilor naturale din satul Cund si posibilitatea valorificarii turistice a acestora.
Turismul reprezinta o activitate in continud dezvoltare, in contextul in care in localitate exista un
resort care utilizeaza ca spatii de cazare inclusiv casele sasesti renovate. Aceasta a condus la o
manifestare din ce in ce mai ridicata a initiativelor antreprenoriale, multe case vechi fiind in
continuare cumparate si renovate cu scopul de a fi inchiriate turistilor.
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