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Abstract:

This paper studies the impact of sustainability policies promoted by the European Union
on the tourism sector in Romania, focusing on the Maramures region, known for its cultural
heritage and pristine natural landscapes. The case study explores how EU directives on
sustainable tourism have been implemented at the local level, analyzing both the benefits and
challenges brought by these policies. Using qualitative and quantitative methods, including
legislative document analysis, interviews with local authorities and tourism operators, and
environmental impact studies, the article highlights changes in tourism management practices
and tourist behavior. The results indicate increased efforts to conserve natural and cultural
heritage, but also the need for strategies better adapted to the rural context and limited resources
of the region. The paper provides recommendations for improving sustainability policies in
Romanian tourism, emphasizing the importance of cooperation between authorities, local
communities, and the private sector.

Keywords: tourism, sustainability policies, European Union, Romania, Maramures, rural tourism.

Rezumat:

Aceasta lucrare studiaza impactul politicilor de sustenabilitate promovate de Uniunea
Europeana asupra sectorului turistic din Romania, concentrandu-se pe regiunea Maramures,
cunoscuta pentru patrimoniul sau cultural §i peisajele naturale intacte. Studiul de caz exploreaza
modul in care directivele europene privind turismul sustenabil au fost implementate la nivel
local, analizand atdt beneficiile, cdt si provocarile aduse de aceste politici. Prin intermediul
metodelor calitative si cantitative, inclusiv analiza documentelor legislative, interviuri cu
autoritati locale si operatori turistici, precum si studii de impact asupra mediului, articolul
evidentiaza schimbari in practicile de management turistic si in comportamentul turistilor.
Rezultatele indica o crestere a eforturilor de conservare a patrimoniului natural §i cultural, dar
si mecesitatea unor strategii mai bine adaptate la specificul rural si la resursele limitate ale
regiunii. Lucrarea ofera recomandari pentru imbundtdatirea politicilor de sustenabilitate in
turismul romanesc, subliniind importanta cooperarii dintre autoritati, comunitati locale si
sectorul privat.
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